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How to Improving Students” Ability of Using English
— Problems & Tentative Suggestions for EFL Reading Class
Jun Lu
Abstract
What is reading? According to Neil (2003), “It is a fluent process in which readers
combine information from a text with their own background knowledge to build meaning.
The goal of reading is comprehension.” In reading process, vocabulary acquisition is highly
demanding for EFL learners. Native speakers are said to have at least a 20,000 word-family
receptive vocabulary (Nation, 2001), even though EFL learners don’t need to have such an
extensive vocabulary; as low frequency words seldom occuy, it is said that they should have
at least 3,000 word families. (Laufer, 1992)
FE - A In China, the College English standard, set by Ministry of Education requires that
v students pass Band 4 test after two years’ study, with a vocabulary ability of 4,200 words,
RREME

including 1800 learned at high school. When students finish their third year at university, or
Band 5-6 tests, they should master another 1,300 words and an additional 1,000 words for
advanced level after they pass Band 6. Thus their total vocabulary should reach 6,500 words.
In Japan, the national entrance examination requires all students to have mastery of
1,500 words, and another 900 advanced words are necessary for entering the top universities
(Kazahaya, 2003). But after students enter university, there is neither such a national
standard for vocabulary acquisition for EFL learners, nor a goal-syllabus-test system to
reinforce their English proficiency. Therefore the following situation occurs: “It is a common
assumption that Japanese university students” English proficiency is at its highest at the time
of the entrance examination, after which it is said to decline rapidly. If this is the case, it is a
serious problem for teachers of English and curriculum planners.” (Okamoto, 2007) Because

of an unsystematic College English methodology, lower-motivated students at some
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universities don’t study out of class; it is not rare to see that many students can’t voice their opinions

E;g well or read efficiently, not to say read those original professional books in their senior years.

- What are the causes for this English teaching situation? What are the key steps we have to take to
2 g solve these problems? The following paper aims to examine the characteristics of English language
; # | acquisition from the viewpoint of curriculum design, reading materials, and vocabulary building for

§ improving students” English ability as a key point for using English

5
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